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i  BRIEF  SKETCH  OF  THE  HISTORY  OF  BIBLE  SO* 

CIETIES.  ^ 

[Continued  from  page  266.] 

The  mention  of  the  institutions  which  have  now  been  noticed, 
exhibits  very  strikingly  the  rapid  spread  of  that  spirit  by  which 
the  founders  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  were  actu¬ 
ated.  Nor  was  this  excellent  spirit  less  manifested  in  various  oth¬ 
er  places,  which,  for  the  sake  of  brevity,  must  be  passed  over  in 
silence.  The  Russian  Bible  Society,  however,  merits  particular 
attention.  This  institution  was  established  at  St.  Petersburgh, 
January  2Sd,  1813.  Prince  Galitzin,  the  Minister  of  Religion,  is 
its  President.  His  imperial  Majesty,  at  its  formation,  presented 
it  with  25,000  rubles ;  and  grants  it  now  his  patronage,  and  an  an-- 
nual  subscription  of  10,000  rubles.  This  noble  society  has  from 
twelve  to  twenty  auxiliaries,  established  in  the  principal  cities  in 
the  empire.  With  some  pecuniary  aid  from  the  British  and  For¬ 
eign  Bible  Society,  it  has  undertaken  the  printing  of  large  editions 
of  the  Scriptures  in  sixteen  different  languages.  In  these  languages 
the  society  has  issued  more  than  150,000  copies  of  the  Bible; 
and  is  now  engaged  in  procuring  an  edition  in  Modern  Russian, 
and  another  in  Turkish  and  Armenian  characters.  The  Russian 
Bible  Society  doubtless  holds  the  second  place  among  these  im¬ 
portant  institutions.  Nothing  has  ever  occurred  which  sets  the 
Russian  character  in  so  favorable  a  point  of  light,  as  the  spirit 
.which  has  been  noanifested  in  support  of  this  benevolent  plan  for 
the  distribution  of  the  Holy  Scriptures ;  and  nothing  has  occurred 
which  promises  so  rich  and  lasting  benefits  to  that  great  and  grow¬ 
ing  empire. 

It  is  due  to  the  British*  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  to  state  that, 
through  their  agency  in  the  persons  of  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Paterson 
and  Pinkerton,  the  first  steps  were  taken  tow  ards  the  formation  of 
the  Russian  Bible  Society.  And  it  is  w’orthy  of  remark  also  that 
these  gentlemen  w  ere  the  principal  agents  in  the  establishment  of 
many  of  its  auxilaries.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Steinkopff  too,  as  an  agent  foi 
the  British  Society,  assisted  informing  various  societies  in  other  parts 
of  Europe  ;  and  it  may  be  observed,  once  for  all,  that  most  of  the. 
operations  in  behalf  of  the  circulation  of  the  Scriptures,  which 
have  taken  place  since  1804,  may  be  traced,  directly,  or  more  re¬ 
motely,  to  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  as  their  origin. 

It  will  be  sufficient  to  observe  further  concerning  the  Bible  So¬ 
cieties  in  Europe,  that  in  1813,  their  number  was  tighty-hco*  A 
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number  of  those  which  have  not  been  mentioned  in  the  preceding 
account,  were  national  institutions ;  and  many  others  established 
in  the  most  populous  cities.  The  fruits  of  many  of  them  hardly 
begin  to  appear,  as  their  recent  formation  enables  us  to  know  lit* 
tie  concerning  them  besides  their  establishment  and  their  object. 

In  Asia,  also,  something  has  been  done.  A  Bible  Society  was 
instituted  at  Calcutta,  in  1811,  auxiliary  to  the  British  and  For¬ 
eign  Bible  Society.  In  their  fifth  annual  report,  the  committee 
state,  that  they  had  distributed  in  different  parts  of  Asia,  3000 
Portuguese  Testaments ;  printed  and  transmitted  for  distribution, 
to  the  coast  and  to  Ceylon,  5000  Tamul  Testaments  ;  printed  and 
sent  to  Ceylon,  2000  Malay  Testaments ;  commenced  an  edition 
of  2000  copies  of  the  Armenian  Bible  ;  2000  of  the  Tamul  Brhic; 
2000  of  the  Hindoostanee  Testament,  and  3600  of  the  Testament 
in  the  Malay  language,  and  1000  copies  of  the  Old  Testament  in 
the.  same:  besides  having  obtained  from  the  British  and  Foreign 
Bible  Society,  4006  English  Bibles  and  Testaments,  which  were 
for  sale  at  reduced  prices. 

In  1812,  another  auxiliary  was  instituted  at  Columho.  Its  ope¬ 
rations,  according  to  the  last  accounts,  had  effected  something  in 
respect  to  the  object  for  which  it  was  formed.  It  had  printed  an 
edition  of  the  Four  Gospels  in  the  Pali ;  and  in  the  Cingalese,  the 
whole  New  Testament. 

The  Bombay  Auxiliary  Society,  was  formed  in  1813.  This  ah 
so  has  begun  to  make  effective  exertions  for  the  circulation  of  the 
Scriptures. 

In  1 81 1,  another  auxiliary  was  formed  at  Java;  and  in  1815, 
another  at  Amboyna,  both  w’ith  flattering  prospects  of  success.  In 
the  same  year,  an  auxiliary  to  the  Russian  Bible  Society  w-ag  for¬ 
med  at  Ascracan  ;  making  the  whole  number  of  Bible  Societies  in 
Asia,  sir. 

In  Africa,  too,  there  are  some  movements  to  promote  the  dis¬ 
persion  of  the  Scriptures.  The  islands  of  Mauritius  and  Bourbon, 
instituted  an  auxiliary  to  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  in 
1812;  and  have  since  remitted  considerable  sums  to  the  parent  in¬ 
stitution  for  the  attainment  of  Bibles  for  their  destitute  inhabitants. 
Another  auxiliary  was  instituted  in  St  Helena,  in  1814  ;  and  an¬ 
other  at  Sierra  Leone,  in  1815,  which  remitted,  as  its  first  contri¬ 
bution,  £191.  It  is  proper  also  to  mention,  the  Bible  and  School 
Commission  .Society,  established  at  Cape  Town  in  1813.  *  Thus 
the  number  of  Bible  Societies  in  Africa,  is  fotir.  Though  all  in 
their  infancy,  yet  they  are  making  laudable  exertions  to  spread  di- 
vino  light  through  those  benighted*  regions. 

‘  -Dismissing  the  exertions  made  in  other  countries  for  the  circu¬ 
lation  of  the  Scriptures,  let  us  briefly  survey  those  made  in  our 
own.  In  1808,  the  Philadelphia  Bible  Society  was  instituted,  the 
first  instituted  in  America.  This  society  owes  its  origin,  in  some 
measure,  to  the  influence  of  (he  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Socie¬ 
ty,  from  which  it  soon  received  a  donation  of  £200.  In  one  of 
their  early  reports,  the  managers  state  that  some  hundreds  of  fami- 
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Tics  were,  by  means  of  the  society,  in  possession  of*  the  Bible,  who. 
never  had  one  before.  The  effects  of  subsequent  operations  have 
been  extensive  and  benign. 

The  formation  of  this  society  had  a  happy  influence  on  the  be¬ 
nevolent  in  other  places.  This  influence  was  soon  manifested  in 
the  establishment  of  similar  societies,  one  in  Connecticut,  one  in 
Massachusetts,  one  in  New-Jersey,  and  three  in  the  city  of  New- 
York. 

In  the  first  of  these,  the  Connecticut  Bible  Society,  the  annual 
subscription  of  three  dollars,  constitutes  the  subscriber  a  member. 
The  business  of  the  society  is  managed  by  a  Directing  Committee 
of  seven.  The  annual  meetings  are  held  at  Hartford  on  the  second 
Thursday  of  May.  The  Report  of  1816,  stated  that  rising  of  14,- 
OOO  Bibles  had  been  distributed  by  the  society  since  its  forma¬ 
tion. 

The  Massachusetts  Bible  Society  holds  its  annual  meeting  at 
Boston.  The  report  of  1816  states  that,  during  the  year  then 
past,  the  society  had  distributed  3217  Bibles  and  Testaments  ;  and 
that  the  receipts  into  the  treasury  for  the  same  time,  had  been  a 
very  little  less  than  ;^3000. 

The  New-Jersey  and  New-York  societies  have  also  been  active 
in  carrying  into  elfect  their  designs  of  benevolence. 

Other  societies,  formed  subsequently  to  these  now  mentioned, 
would,  in  a  more  detailed  account,  merit  particular  notice  ;  but  in 
the  present  sketch,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  observe,  that  within  about 
nine  years  past,  more  than  one  hundred  and  sixty  Bible  Societies 
have  been  formed  in  the  United  States.  There  is  not  a  state  in 
the  Union,  hut  has  participated  in  the  glorious  w*ork  of  dissemina¬ 
ting  the  W ord  of  Life. 

The  pious  zeal  which  has  pervaded  all  denominations  of  Chris¬ 
tians,  has,  at  length,  manifested  itself  in  the  establishment  of  the' 
American  Bible  Society.  With  a  brief  account  of  this  national 
Institution,  the  present  sketch  will  be  closed. 

[To  be  conejuded  in  our  next.] 


REPORT 

Of  the  Board  of  Inspectors  of  the  Auhurn  Sunday  School  mlssooic- 

tion — July  13/A,  1818. 

It  being  made  the  duty,  by  the  fourth  jfrticle  of  the  Coostitu* 
tion  of  this  Society,  of  the  Board  of  Inspectors,  to  report  to  the 
afinuaT  meeting  of  said  Society,  the  proceedings  of  said  Board  for 
the  year  preceding,  and  the  state  of  the  several  schools  under  their 
charge  ;  they  therefore  beg  leave  to  present  the  following : 

Immediately  after  the  formation  of  this  Speietyi  the  Board  of 
Inspectors  took' the  necessary  steps  for  procuring  the  books  and 
lessons,  which  were  wanted  previously  to  the* opening  of  the  sc^opls, 
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and  appropriated  the  funds  of.  the  Society  in  their  hands  for  the 
purchase  of  the  same.  In  the  meantime  the  Board  resolved  itself 
into  a  committee  to  visit  the  several  families  in  the  village  and  its 
vicinity,  for.  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  number  and  state  of 
the  children,  and  whether  their  clothing  was  in  a  condition  to  ena¬ 
ble  them  to  appear  decently  at  school  and  at  ppblic  worship.  The 
number  of  children  whose  condition  and  circumstances,  would 
bring  them  into  that  class  designed  as  the  particular  objects  of  the 
attention  of  this  Society,  was  much  larger  than  had  been  anticipa¬ 
ted  by  this  Board,  and  parents  in  general,  and  those  of  a  poor 
more  ignorant  class,  appeared  gratified  that  their  children  could 
enjoy  the  privilege  of  instruction  in  the  rudiments  of  knowledge^ 
and  the  principles  and  practice  of  morality  and  religion.  At  this 
time  the  Board  received  the  very  generous  and  timely  assistance 
of  the  ladies  of  this  village  in  giving  and  making  the  clothing  which 
was  found  to  be  very  necessary  with  many  children,  to  prepare 
them  for  school. 

The  Board  of  Inspectors  then  proceeded  to  open  three  schools. 
The  first,  which  they  have  denominated  School  No.  1,  is  compos¬ 
ed  of  boys;  the  second,  or  School  No.  of  girls;  the  third,  or 
School  No.  3,  of  people  of  color. 

The  Managers  of  School  No.  1,  report.to  the  Bo^rd  of  Inspec¬ 
tors,  that  the  whole  numl>er  entered  in  their  receiving  book  is  one 
hundred  and  one  ;  that  about  35  have  usually  attended  the  first 
quarter,  and  the  same  number  the  second — those  scholars  who  have 
attended  faithfully  have  made  very  great  improvement,  and  are 
now  able,  many  of  them,  to  read  intelligibly :  that  it  has  been 
the  constant  practice  among  those  that  were  sufficiently  advanced 
in  reading,  to  commit  to  memory  and  recite  select  hymns,  with 
pieces  and  passages  of  Scripture  ;  and  that  some  of  them  have  ac¬ 
quired  an  unusual  facility  in  committing  to  memory  ;  and  that  ii> 
many  instances,  the  number  of  hymns  and  verses  from  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  that  have  been  repeated  at  one  recitation,  has  evinced  atten- 
tion,.industry  and  ambition  in  the  scholar  to  excel.  The  catechism 
has  been  frequently  recited  by  nearly  all  composing  the  tw  o  higher 
classes  of  this  School,  while  those  younger  and  less  advanced  have 
been  employed,  besides  their  usual  reading,  in  committing  the 
Lord’s  prayer,  the  creed,  the  ten  commandments,  and  select 
hymns. 

But,  notwithstanding  the  improvement  made  by  the  scholars  gen¬ 
erally,  which  has  been  very  apparent  and  interesting,  the  mana¬ 
gers  of  School  No.'  1,  report,  that  there  appears,  both  among  par* 
ents  and  children,  a  manifest  carelessness  and  inattention  to  the 
school. 

The  attending,  managers  of  School  No.  2,  report  to  the  Board 
of  Inspectors,  that  the  school  was  opened  on  the  first  Sabbath  in 
February  last,  with  47  scholars  on  their  book,  and  six  teachers  at-, 
tending — that  the  number  increased  during  the  quarter  to  63,  and 
that  from. 28  to  40  attended  every  school.  That  the  whole  num¬ 
ber  teceived  into  the  ^hool  is  at  present  73.  * 
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They  report,  that  there  is  a  marked  good  behavior  among  the 
scholars  generally,  and  that  many  deserve  great  commendation  for 
their  exertjons  in  learning — that  the  recitations  from  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  amounted  in  8  Sundays  to  1645  verses,  and  about  500  verses 
from  hymns — that  all  the  scholars  who  could  read  have  committed 
to  memory  the  Lord’s  prayer,  the  creed,  the  ten  commandments, 
and  the  catechism. 

The  attending  manager  of  School  No.  3,  reports,  that  this 
school  was  first  opened  on  Sunday  afternoon,  the  first  day  of  Feb¬ 
ruary  last.  On  Sunday,  the  7lh  of  February,  the  school  consist¬ 
ed  of  22  scholars;  which  has  been  about  the  average  number  that 
has  attended  from  that  time  to  the  present,  although  the  whole 
number  of  scholars  whose  names  have  been  entered  on  the  receiv¬ 
ing  book  amounts  to  upwards  of  40.  Thirty  two  is  the  highest 
number  that  can  be  called  attending  scholars.  Of  this  number,  12 
entered  the  first  or  alphabet  class  ;  not  having  acquired  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  letters — fifteen,  the  second  or  spelling  class,  professing  a 
knowledge  of  alphabet  only,  and  commenced  spelling  in  words  of 
two  letters — the  remaining  few,  the  third  or  reading  and  spelling 
class.  This  class  could  read  but  very  imperfectly  in  the  most  sim¬ 
ple  and  easy  lessons.  This  school  has  been  taught  by  two  male 
and  three  female  instructors,  under  the  direction  of  one  manager 
only.  The  scholars  of  the  first  class  have  learnt  the  al}  habet  and 
made  considerable  progress  in  the  first  spelling  lessons,  and  in  com¬ 
mitting  the  Lord’s  prayer  to  memory.  The  second  class  have  ad¬ 
vanced  several  pages  in  the  spelling  book,  and  many  of  them  have 
made  considerable  proficiency  in  the  reading  lessons  and  in  com¬ 
mitting  weekly  lessons  to  memory.  One  scholar  of  the  second 
class  has  committed  to  memory  and  recited,  in  the  course  of  12 
Sundays  forty  six  answers  in  the  catechism,  twenty  three  verses  iu 
hymns,  four  hundred  and  fourteen  verses  in  the  Scriptures,  and  the 
ten  commandments.  A  second  scholai  of  the  same  class  has  com¬ 
mitted  to  memory  and  recited  in  the  course  of  three  Sundays, 
one  hundred  and  one  verses  from  the  Scriptures ;  a  third  of  the 
same  class  has  committed  and  recited  to  his'teacher  in  three  Sun¬ 
days  sixty  nine  verses  from  the  Scriptures ;  and  several  others  of 
the  same  class  have  cornmitted  the  Lord’s  prayer,  the  creed,  and 
a  large  number  of  short  hymns. 

The  third  class  have  become  good  readers  and  spellers  in  the 
school  books  and  scripture  lessons — have  committed  to  memory* 
the  Lord’s  prayer,  the  creed,  and  ten  commandments,  besides  a 
very  considerable  number  of  short  hymns,  and  chapters  from  the 
Old  and  New  Testament. 

It  is  but  justice  to  say,  that  the  scholars  of  this  school  have  uni¬ 
formly  attended  in  neatness  of  person  and  cleanliness  of  habit ;  and 
have  conducted  with  becoming  soberness  and  propriety  at  school. 
And  it  ought  to  be  remembered  that  the  children  composing  this 
school  do  not  enjoy  the  same  advantages  at  home,  as  other  chil¬ 
dren  who  have  educated  parents  and  friends  to  assist  them  in  their 
lessons  in  the  course  of  the  week.  Under  these*  circumstances  it* 
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is  respectfully  submitted  to  a  Christian  community  to  determfuj^ 
ivhether  the  progress  in  learning  already  made  in  this  school  for 
five  months  past,  justly  entitles  it' to  the  future  care  and  patronage 
of  a  charitable  public. 

The  Board  of  Inspectors  gladly  embrace  the  present  opportunity 
to  return  their  very  sincere  thanks  to  those  young  ladies  and  gen¬ 
tlemen,  by  whose  gratuitous  instruction,  the  several  schools,  have 
been  taught;  and  they  would  at  the  same  time  express  the  hope, 
that  the  generous  example  already  set  before  us,  might  be  followed 
by  others,  so  far  at  least  as  the  necessities  of  the  society  may  demand. 

The  Board  also  acknowledge  with  pleasure,  the  receipt  of  ado- 
nation  of  twenty  dollars,  made  to  this  Society  by  the  Masonic  So¬ 
ciety  (Hiram  Lodge)  of  this  village. 


TO  THF.  EDITOR  OC  THE  EVANGELICAL  RECORDER. 

Dear  Sir — Having  informed  you  last  April, .that,  agreeably  to  the 
recommendation  of  Synod,  we  had  formed  a  Sunday  School  As¬ 
sociation,  1  would  now  inform  you,  that  the  School  commenced 
the  first  Sunday  of  May,  with  six  boys  and  eleven  girls,  and  has 
gradually  increased  to  47.  A  general  spirit  of  emulation  prevails, 
and  some  appear  to  have  their  minds  affected  with  divine  truth. — 
Some  have  committed  one  hundred  verses  per  week,  and  several 
liHve  committed  to  memory  our  Lord^s  sermon  on  the  mount,  and 
several  chapters  in  St.  John’s  Gospel;  the  Lord’s  Prayer,  the  Ten 
Commandments,  and  a  large  number  of  the  Hymns  used  by  the 
Sunday  School  Association  in  Troy,  while  several  have  reviewed 
the  same,  viewing  it  as  important  to  have  them  retain  in  their  mem¬ 
ories,  as  to  commit  to  memory.  Our  instructors,  notwithstanding 
they  give  the  most  persevering  attention,  appear  far  from  growing 
weary  in  well-doing,  andl  think  give  sure  tokens,  that  while  they 
water,  they  themselves  are  watered — 1  most  devoutly  hope 
that  this  their  labor  of  love  will  not  he  in  vain  with  any  of  their 
dear  pupils ;  but  that  that  God  in  whose  hand  is  the  hearts  of  all 
living  will  grant  that  the  word  of  life,  w  hich  they  are  now'  so  assi¬ 
duously  committing  to  memory,  may  erelong  affect  their  hearta 
and  prove  a  savor  of  life,  and  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation  to 
each  of  them.  At  the  time  nf  commencing  our  School  many 
seemed  to  keep  back,  observing,  it  was  a  new  thing ;  others  ap¬ 
peared  doubtful  of  what  was  to  be  taught,  .and  to  fear  lest  this  re¬ 
commendation  of  the  Synod  was  to  build  up  a  sect,  rather  than 
lead  the  dear  "youth  to  “  the  Holy  Scriptures  which  are  able  to 
make  wise  unto  salvation  through  faith  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus. — 
But  nothing  of  this  has  been  mentioned  since  the  commencement 
•f  the  School. 

The  beneficial  effects  of  Sunday  Schools,  1  think,  is  abundantly 
manifest  in  the  many  instances  in  which  both  teacher  and  scholars 
have  been  taught  by  the  spirit  of  all  truth  and  brought  into^ie 
fold  of  Christ,  thus  to  rejoice  with  joy  unspeakable  and  full 
glory. 
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WWle  in  othet  instances  children  by  these  means  hare  becomife 
the  children  of  the  kingdom,  have  been  the  means  in  the  hand  of 
the  Lord,  to  lead  their  parents  to  embrace  the  truth  and  give  up 
themselves  and  families  to  the  Lord.  God  having  thus  owned  the 
work,  I  think  it  a  sure  token,  that  this  is  another  means,  together 
with  Bible  and  Missionary  Societies,  by  which  the  knowledge  of 
the  Lord  is  to  he  rhade  to  cover  the  earth  and  hasten  the  day  when 
the  kingdoms  of  this  world  shall  become  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord 
and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ. 

Come,  then,  ye  ministers  of  the  cross,  urge  your  respective 
congregations  to  the  support  of  an  institution,  from  which  such 
blessings  and  even  salvation  flows.  Come  all  ye  servants  of  the 
most  High  God,  come  forth  with  your  aid,  send  your  children  to 
learn  ^he  word  of  life,  that  they  may  learn  of  him  who  was  meek 
and  lowly  in  heart. 

Parents  and  masters,  all  that  are  heads  of  families,  send  yo^r 
children,  your  servants,  and  those  God  hath  committed  to  your 
care;  this  school  is  free,  who  ever  will  may  come.  ,  - 

If  you  have  no  money  for  such  a  work,  others  have,  and  God 
hath. caused  them  to  gi\e  freely  and  liberally,  and  many  are  thos^ 
that  are  willing  to  spend  and  be  spent  in  a  work  so  good,  and  tba^ 
God  so  signally  owns.  , 

But,  shall  1  here  close?  no,  I  will  go  farther,  and  call  on  all  that 
have  the  ability  to  help  advance  a  work  so  good  and  great — step 
forward,  lend  your  aid  ;  should  you  in  any  way  help  to. advance  a 
work,  the  intention  of  which  is  to  inform  the  ignorant,  and  lead  the 
dear  youth  to  Him  who  teaches  as  man  never  taught :  Should  you 
in  any  way',  either  by  your  liberality  or  influence,  be  instrumental 
of  leading  one  child  to  God,  and  in  the  Lord’s  hand,  of  its  being 
born  into  the  kingdom  of  his  dear  Son,  what  must  be  the  consola¬ 
tion  !  If  a  cup  of  cold  water  lose  not  its  reward,  if  given  because 
they  belong  to  Christ ;  what  shall  be  the  reward  of  him  who  hath 
been  instrumental  of  bringing  one  into  the  fold  of  Christ?  Truly 
this  is  a  reward  of  eternal  duration.  The  elements  are  to  melt 
w'ith  fervent  heat  and  the  world  is  to  be  burnt  up,  but  this  will  en¬ 
dure  through  eternity. 

I  close  by  subscribing  myself  y’ours  sincerely, 

ISAAC  OSGOOD.  , 

Orville,  July  6/ft,  1S18.  '  , 

AMERICAN  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY. 

Address  of  the  Synod  of  Tennessee  to  the  Society  for  the  Colonization 
of  the  free  people  of  color  in  the  United  States,  .  t 

To  the  Hon.  Bushrod  Washington,  Esq.  President,  ' 

Restected  Sir — Through  you  the  Synod  of  Tennessee  em¬ 
brace  with  lively  pleasure  an  early  opportunity  of  congratulating 
the  society  formed  at  the  capital  of  our  nation,  and  consisting  of 
^0  many'of  our  distinguished  statesrnen  and  fellow-citizens,  for  the 
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colonization  of  the  free  people'  of  color  among  us  who  m4y  ac¬ 
cede  to  their  plan.  We  congratulate  you  on  the  noble  and  impor¬ 
tant  object  for  which  you  are  associated — on  the  providential  signs 
of  our  times,  which  signally  favor  your  efforts;  and  on  the  wide 
spread  and  growing  impression  upon  the  public  mind,  that .  your 
success  is  connected  with  the  best  interests,  not  only  of  the  people 
of  color,  but  of  our  country  and  mankind.  If  it  be  important  that 
legal  equality  should  accompany  liberty,  that  Africa  should  receive 
the  gospel,  and  that  the  evils  of  the  slave  trade  should  be  overrul¬ 
ed  for  her  final  enjoyment  of  the  blessings  of  civilization  and  know¬ 
ledge,  liberty  and  religion,  then  it  is  important  that  your  design 
should  be  encouraged. '  We  wish  you,  therefore,  to  know,  that 
within  our  bounds  the  public  sentiment  appears  clearly  and  decided¬ 
ly  in  your  favor,  and  that  the  more  vigorously  and  perseveringly 
you  combine  and  extend  your  exertions  on  the  plan  you  have 
adopted,  the  more  you  are  likely  to  be  crowned  with  the  approba¬ 
tion  of  the  people  as  well  as  with  the  higher  rewards  of  doing  good. 
As  ministers  and  disciples  of  him  who  proclaims  light  to  them  that 
sit  in  darkness,  peace  to  a  jarring  world,  liberty  to  the  captives, 
and  the  opening  of  the  prison  to  them  that  are  bound,  we  antici¬ 
pate  the  glorious  day  when  men  shall  know  the  Lord  from  the 
least  unto  the  greatest  in  all  lands ;  when  every  one  shall  sit  under 
his  own  vine  and  under  his  own  fig-tree,  having  none  to  molest  or 
to  make  him  afraid  ;  when  the  rod  of  the  oppressor  and  the  tears 
of  the  oppressed  shall  be  known  no  more  ;  but  all  men  shall  do  un¬ 
to  others  as  they  would  be  done  unto  in  similar  circumstances. — 
This  glorious  change  in  the  state  of  the  world  we  expect  will  be 
brought  about  by  the  instrumentality  of  men,  under  the  blessing  of 
God.  While,  then,  the  heralds  of  salvation  go  forth  in  the  narbe 
and  strength  of  their  divine  master  to  preach  the  gospel  to  every 
oreature,  we  ardently  wish  that  your  exertions  and  the  best  influ¬ 
ence  of  all  philanthropists  may  be  united  to  meliorate  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  human  society,  and  especially  of  its  most  degraded  classes, 
till  liberty,  religion,  and  happiness  shall  be  the  enjoyment  of  the 
whole  family  of  man. 

A  true  copy  from  the  records  of  the  Synod  of  Tennessee. 

CHARLES  COFFIN,  Stated  Clerk. 
J^ashville  Churchy  Oct.  3rf,  1817. 


AMERICAN  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 

ADDRESS 

Of  the  Hon,  Elias  Boddinot,  L.  L.  D.  President  of  the 

American  Bible  Society, 

Brethren  and  Fellow-Christians, 

Wiya  grateful  hearts  let  us  hail  this  auspicious  day!  A  day 
wholly  unexpected  by  me  ;  and  which  a  kind  providence  has  been 
pleased  to  add  to  a  long  life,  to  cheer  and  brighten  its  setting  sun. 
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When  I  look  about  me^  and  realize  that  I  am  surrounded,  in  thu 
jiflace,  by  you,  beloved  brethren  and  fellow-workers  in  the  Lord’s 
vineyard,  whose  faces  I  had  long  despaired  of  ever  seeing  in  the 
flesh,  though  I  ardently  desired  it,  I  am  filled  with  unbounded  grat* 
itude  to  our  Divine  Master;  It  was  to  be  feared,  that  my  shatter¬ 
ed  and  feeble  frame  wrould  not  have  been  able  to  support  the  keen 
and  lively  sensations  which  this  affecting  spectacle  affords ;  and  it 
is  through  the  unspeakable  mercy  of  the  God  of  my  life,  that  t 
have  been  brought  from  the  confines  of  the  dead  to  preside,  even 
once,  in  this  august  Society,  to  congratulate  you,  beloved  friends— 
and  in  a  special  manner,  the  excellent  and  worthy  officer  who  has 
presided  in  all  your  councils  with  such  indefatigable  attention,  from 
the  commencement  of  the  institution  to  the  present  day — with  such 
unassuming  dignity — with  so  much  patience  and  well-tempered 
zeal — and  in  a  manner  altogether  so  creditable  to  himself  and  so 
useful  to  the  common  cause — I  say  to  congratulate  you  ail  on  the 
peculiar  honor  done  you,  in  your  being  made  instruments  to  open 
the  eyes  of  the  blind — to  cheer  the  melancholy  abodes  of  ignor¬ 
ance  and  sin — to  enlighten  the  darkened  understanding — and  to  irr 
radiate  with  the  beams  of  the  Sun  of  Righteousness  the  regions  of 
superstition,  the  recesses  of  Mahometan  delusion  and  heathen  idol¬ 
atry.  What  Christian  can  contemplate,  without  the  most  delight¬ 
ful  emotions,  this  union  of  professors  of  the  religion  of  Jesus  of 
every  denomination,  co-operating  in  sending  the  glorious  Gospel  of 
the  Son  of  God  to  every  part  of  the  habitable  globe!  Is  it  not  R 
surprising  providence,  that  on  this  blessed  principle,  (till  lately  un¬ 
tried  by  the  children  of  men)  the  rich  and  the  poor,  the  male  and 
the  female,  the  child  and  the  grayheaded,  the  master  and  the  ser¬ 
vant,  and  indeed  every  one  who  is  deeply  afiected  with  the  fallen 
state  of  mankind,  and  can  command  a  cent  a  week,  are  made 
preachers  of  the  Gospel  of  salvation  and  eternal  life  to  a  guilty  and 
sinful  world.  This  is  an  exact  compliance  with  what  our  Saviour 
foretold,  and  this  Gospel  of  the  Kingdom  shall  be  preached  in  all 
the  world,  for  a  icitness  unto  all  nations ;  and  then  shall  the  end 
comty  Matt.  xxiv.  14.  John,  the  beloved  disciple,  seems  to  have 
had  a  beautiful  figure  of  it  in  view  when  he  represents  “the  angel 
flying  in  the  midst  of  Heaven,  having  the  everlasting  Gospel  in  his 
hands  to  preach  unto  them  who  dwell  on  the  earth,  and  to  every 
nation,  and  kindred,  and  tongue,  and  peopled  This  indeed,  added 
to  the  translating  of  the  Scriptures  into  all  the  languages  of  the  civ¬ 
ilized  earth,  is  emphatically  preaching  to  all  the  world.  This  is 
one  of  those  remarkable  signs  of  the  times,  which  unerring  author¬ 
ity  has  assured  us  should  usher  in  the  second  advent  of  the  Spn  of 


Man,  when  “  He  shall  come  in  hts  own  glory  aud  in  the  glory  of 
the  Father.” 


The  blessed  Saviour  preached  the  glad  tidings  of  salvation  wher-* 
ever  he  went.  Night  and  day  was  he  engaged  in  this  all-impor¬ 
tant  work.  He  delayed  not  a  moment.  He  made  use  of  those 
means  appointed  by  God.  He  preached  salvation  to  a  dying  world. 
His  language  was  short  and  pithy.  ■  He  saw  a  world  perishing  ia 
No.  19.  2 
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iin.  ffc  cried  aloud ;  “  Ood  so  loved  the  world  that  he  gave  hx$  only  ht^ 
gotten  Sony  that  whosoever  beHeveUi  in  him  should  not  perishy  hut  have 
everlasting  life*  For  God  sent  notkis  Son  into  the  world  to  condemn  the 
world,  but  that  the  world,  through  himy  might  be  saved.  He  who  believ- 
eth  on  him  is  not  condemned ;  but  he  who  believeth  not  is  condemned 
already,  because  he  hath  not  believed  in  the^ame  of  the  only  begotten 
Son  of  God,^^  The  Apostles  followed  their  Master’s  great  eiam- 
pie,  and  confined  themselves  to  the  Gospel  he  had  communicated 
to  them.  Souls  were  incalculably  precious — no  time  was  tO‘  be 
lost.  The  Old  Testament,  though  equally  of  divine  authority,  was 
not  so  essentially  necessary  under  the  pressure  of  that  occasion, 
till  the  clearer  light  of  the  Gospel  had  laid  the  solid  foundation  of 
knowledge  and  of  hope.  It  was  a  considerable  time  before  the 
Gospels  were  written.  The  instructions  of  the  Saviour,  with  the 
personal  knowledge  and  miraculous  works  of  the  Apostles,  were  the 
principal  means  of  salvation  to  the  lost  sheep  of  the  house  of  Is¬ 
rael.  The  assurance  to  them,  **  that  God  had  made  that  same  Jesus 
(who  had  then  lately  been  crucified)  both  Lord  and  Cferiaf,’^  wasthe 
substance  of  their  preaching  on  the  day  of  Pentecost.  Tlie  Gos¬ 
pel  of  Matthew  was  not  written  till  about  the  year  62 ;  and  the 
other  Gospels  and  Epistles  were  afterwards  written  at  different  pe¬ 
riods  and  sent  to  the  Churches,  with  orders  to  have  them’  read  ih 
public  ;  but  it  was  some  years  before  they  were  collected  into  one 
volume  ;  I  believe,  not  before  the  council  of  Laodicea  ;  and  even 
then,  a  copy  was  so  difficult  to  be  obtained,  that  few,  very  few  peo¬ 
ple  could  purchase  one.  So  late  as  the  year  1272  a  copy  of  the 
Bible  cost  in  London  £30  sterling,  at  the  very  time  that  two  of  the 
arches  of  London  bridge  were  built  for  £25. 

But  the  New  Testament,  in  its  present  state,  is  a  book  without 
a  parallel :  and  to  use  the  words  of  an  intimate  friend,  “  There  is 
not  a  book  in  the  world  which  contains  such  strong  internal  evi¬ 
dence,  or  so  many  characteristical  traits  of  an  ingenuous  undesign¬ 
ing  honesty,  as  are  to  be  found  in  the  Evangelical  Memoirs.  They 
are  their  own  unanswerable  proof :  and  though,  blessed  be  God ! 
Christianity  is  supported  by  a  great  mass  of  external  testimony, 
yet  if  every  particle  of  that  testimony  had  perished  ;  if  not  a  sin¬ 
gle  page  of  the  ancient  Fathers  had  reached  us ;  if  all  the  Chris¬ 
tian  and  heathen  authors,  whose  writings  confirm  in  any  manner 
the  truth  and  genuineness  of  the  Gospel  history,  had  been  utterly 
lost  in  the  wreck  of  time,  yet  the  memoirs  of  the  fife  and  doctrines 
of  Christ,  as  written  by  the  Evangelists,  would  have,  of  themselves, 
(under  the  influences  of  the  Spirit  of  God  given  according  to  his 

firomise,)  afforded  a  satisfactory  proof  of  the  truth  of  revelation, 
f;  then,  the  internal  evidence  be  so  convincing,  and  if,  moreover, 
thdt  evidence  be  (as  it  providentially  is)  illustrated  and  strengthen¬ 
ed  by  a  copious  variety  of  external  argument  and  testimony,  how 
shall  we  escape  if  we*  wilfully  neglect  so  great  salvatron  ?  Or  when 
we  bchold'so  many  of  our  fellow-men,  not  only  speculative  unbe¬ 
lievers  in  Christianity,  but  scoffers  at  its  usefulness,  active  and  streff*^ 
uous  opposers  to  its  propagation,  how  can  we  think  of  their  per¬ 
verseness  without  dismay,  or  their  blindness  without  a  sigh.” 
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The  Old  Testament  is  of  equal  authenticity  and  importance :  and 
united  they  form  one  perfect  and  divine  system  of  revealed  truths 
for  promoting  0e  circulation  of  which  we  are  associated,  and  are 
desirous  this  day,  under  the  divine  superinteodance,  to  send  to  ev« 
ery  part  of  this  our  sinful  world,  by  the  united  eaertions  of  all  the 
friends  of  the  crucified  Jesus.  Our  object  is,  the  universal  happi'- 
ness  of  mankind — the  salvation  of  the  souls  of  men,  and,  of  course, 
Xbe  glory  of  God. 

Thus,  the  American  Bible  Society,  animated  with  the  most  cath¬ 
olic  principles  of  Christian  charity,  offers  these  records  of  eternal 
life  to  bond  and  free — to  heathen  and  .Christian — in  the  earnest 
hope  that  they  may  become  a  lamp  to  their  feet  and  a  light  to 
their  path.”  Psal.  cxix.  105.  , 

Take  courage  then,  my  brethren  ;  be  not  weary  in  well-doing.—^ 
ITou  are  serving  a  kind  and  gracious  Master  who  will  finally  reward 
you  with  a  crown  of  glury  which  shall  never  fade  away.  Can  you 
desire  a  greater  honor?  Can  you  ever  repay  such  condescending 
love,  as  thus  to  be  found  worthy  of  entering  the  Gospel  vineyard, 
and  though  at  the  eleventh  hour,  showing  forth  the^lory  of  our  Im¬ 
manuel  in  his  expected  approach  to  this  our  world  ?  In  this  worjd 
on  his  first  advent,  he  was  treated  with  contempt,  scourging,  de¬ 
rision,  condemnation,  and  death :  in  this  world  he  must  yet  see 
the  travail  of  his  soul  and  be  satisfied.  In  Heaven  he  was  always 
honored  and  glorified  by  the  whole  angelic  host.  John  says,  (Rev. 
T.  11.)  And  J  Jieard  the  voice  of  many  angels  round  about  the 
throne,  and  the  living  creatures,  and  the  elders  ;  and  the  number  of 
them  was  ten  thousand  times  ten  thousand,  and  thousands  of  thou^ 
sands,  saying*  with  a  loud  voice,  fforthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  slain 
4o  receive  fower,  and  riches,  and  wisdom,  and  strength,  and  honor, 
and  glory,  and  blessing.  And  every  creature  which  is  in  Heaven, 
and  on  the  earth,  and  under  the  earth,  and  such  as  are  in  the  sea,  and 
all  that  are  in  them,  heard  I  saying,  Blessing,  and  honor,  and  glory, 
and  power,  he  unto  him  who  sitteth  on  the  throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb, 
for  ever  and  ever.  And  the  four  living  creatures  said  Amen :  and  thf 
twenty  four  elders  fell  down  and  worshipped  Him  who  livedi  for  ever 
and  everJ^ 

In  this  world,  therefore,  and  from  those  very  creatures  who  cru¬ 
cified  him  and  despised  him,  must  he  yet  receive  honor  and  glory 
and  power.  But  this  same  Jesus,  now  exalted  to  his  throne  of  glo¬ 
ry,  calls  this  day  upon  us  to  engage  with  him  in  this  contest,  and  to 
•come  out  against  the  mighty. 

Are  not  our  hearts  on  fire  at  this  blessed  summons?  Again,  then, 
I  say,  take  courage.  Rejoice  in  your  exalted  undertaking.  Let  no 
sectarian  jealousies  enter  or  prevail  among  you.  This  is  Satan’s 
last  and  great  dependance — his  strong  hold — >tbe  most  danger¬ 
ous  arrow  in  bis  quiver — his  ,only  hope.  But  do  you,  my  brethren, 
never  forget  that  he  who  is  for  us,  whose  cause  we  espouse  and 
"  promote,  is  stronger  than  he  who  is  agaWist  us,  and  came  with 
^i^xpress  design  of  destroying  his  kingdom  -and  his  power. 
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''  May  the  best  of  Heaven’s  blessings  be  ever  upon  you,  rousiug 
you  to  the  ardent  desire  of  the  Apostles.  When  sent  on  the '  like 
errand,  they  thus  encouraged  each  other,  **  As  we  have  opportunity^ 
let  us  do  good  unto  all  men,  especially  to  those  who  are  of  the  house- 
hold  of  faithJ*^  What  is  it,  my  brethren,  that  you  have  in  view  in 
all  these  mighty  exertions  ?  Is  it  not  the  glory  of  God  ?  Is  it  not 
to  pour  the  oil  of  joy  and  consolation  into  the  wounded  spirit  of 
the  repentant  sinner,  bowed  down  with  affliction  and  distress — to 
lead  him,  weary  and  heavy  laden,  to  the  compassionate  Physician 
who  alone  can  give  him  rest  ?  Is  it  not  to  send  the  bread  and  wa¬ 
ter  of  life  to  the  wandering  prodigal,  who  has  been  taking  up  with 
the  husks  and  the  swine  in  a  dry  and  parched  land  where  no  water 
is  ?  Remember  we  are  united  in  one  body — we  have  but  one  cause 
-.-one  object  in  view — one  Master  to  serve — one  end  to  accom¬ 
plish — the  salvation  of  our  brethren  of  the  human  race,  since  we 
are  assured  that  Christ  tasted  death  for  every  man,  Heb.  ii.  9. 

Again  I  repeat  it,  with  inexpressible  pleasure,  rejoice  in  your 
present  glorious  privilege.  The  numbers  of  those  who  shall,  in  the 
great  day  of  account,  attribute  their  first  knowledge  of  redeeming 
love  to  your  perseverance  and  zeal  in  sending  the  gospel,  against  all 
opposition  and  rebuke,  through  good  report  and  evil  report,  through¬ 
out  the  w^orld,  will  be  an  unspeakable  recompense  to  you  in  the 
presence  of  an  assembled  universe ;  and  even  at  the  present  mo¬ 
ment,  the  contemplation  of  so  ineffable  and  heart-consoling  a  pros¬ 
pect  of  reward,  for  all  that  you  can  now  do  or  suffer,  by  yielding 
to  each. other  and  bearing  each  others’  burthens,  and  at  all  eventsj 
sweetly  agreeing  to  differ,  must  make  you  joyful  even  in  tribula¬ 
tion. 

May  the  love  of  Christ  constrain  you  to  continue  in  an  indisso¬ 
luble  bond  of  friendship  and  peace.  Let  all  discordant  principles 
be  banished  far  from  your  councils  and  deliberations,  that  you  may 
accomplish  the  one  end  and  hope  of  your  calling,  even  a  speedy 
preparation  for  the  second  coming  of  our  Divine  Redeemer.  Per¬ 
severe  unto  the  end,  and  you  shall  most  assuredly  receive  the  bless¬ 
ed  plaudit  of  well  done  good  and  faithful  servants,  enter  ye  into 
the  joy  of  your  Lord.” 

.  My  brethren,  however  little  I  have  said  to  any  valuable  purpose 
on  this  occasion,  I  hope  you  will  not  forget  my  great  age,  my  long 
confinement,  and  extreme  w'eakness  both  of  mind  and  body.  My 
earnest  desire  has  been,  in  the  discharge  of  this  labor  of  love,  to 
manifest  my  respectful  attention  to,  and  sincere  regard  for  you  all. 
In  doing  this,  I  have  risqued  much.  But  should  it  be  my  last  effort, 
I  will  rejoice  to  conclude  a  long  life  with  the  words  and  in  the  spirit 
of  good  old  Simeon,  on  the  Saviour’s  first  coming  in  the  flesh, 
t‘  l4ord  now  lettest  thou  thy  servant  depart  in  peace  ;  for  mine  eyes 
have  seen  thy  salvation,  which  thou  hast  prepared  before  the  face  of  all 
people  ;  a  light  to  lighten  the  Gentiles  and  the  glory  of  thy  people  Is¬ 
rael?^ 

Finally,  brethren,  farewell.  May  you  continue  united  as  one: 
pan,  by  the  spirit  of  our  God.  May  the  broad  hand  of  the  Al- 
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-niighty  continue  to  cover  you,  and  direct  you  in  all  your  councils, 
and  make  you  gloriously  triumphant  in  destroying  all  the  wile3  and 
schemes  of  the  wicked  one  for  deluding  the  souls  of  men ;  and  may 
you  be  most  successful  in  the  re-establishment  of  the  kingdom  of 
righteousness  and  peace  through  the  world. — Amen. 

♦ 

FROM  THE  RELIGIOUS  REMESf BR A.NCER. 

CHEROKEE  MISSION. 

Extracts  of  a  letter  from  a  Missionary,  to  his  Uncle  in  the  Northern  Libcr*^- 

ties,  (Philadelphia,)  dated, 

“  Chickamaugahf  May  4,  1818. 

“  As  it  respects  temporal  things,  especially  lodgings  arid  provis¬ 
ions,  this  establishment  is  situated  very  agreeably.  The  mission¬ 
ary  families  occupy  a  large  two-storied  house,  erected  at  public 
expense.  The  Indian  girls  and  boys,  have  five  or  six  small  houses, 
and  each  their  blanket,  which  is  their  wrapper  in  day-time  and  their 
bed  at  night. 

“  But  in  regard  to  spiritual  matters,  I  can  truly  say  I  have  heard 
and  seen  things  here  for  which  I  bless  the  Lord.  These  have  been 
passing  in  review  rapidly  ever  since  I  sat  my  feet  on  tliis  interest¬ 
ing  spot.  Wc  arrived  just  before  the  school  w’as  let  out.  The 
singing  of  a  hymn  drew  us  to  the  door ;  it  was  a  procession  of 
more  than  forty  of  (hose  dear  little  red  brethren  and  sisters.  I 
caught  one  line  of  their  hymn,  which  W'as  sung  to  a  most  simple 
and  beautiful  tune. 

-  ^  ‘‘Give  !nc  my  Bible  in  my  hand, 

^  .  .  A  heart  to  read  and  understand,*' — &c. 

The  teacher  then  introduced  us  to  his  pupils  as  they  stood  in; a 
row  facing  us,  with  their  handkerchiefs  bound  round  their  heads 
and  a  girdle  round  the  waist.  They  have  Elias  Boudinot,  Lyman 
Beecher,  Jonas  Coe,  fcic..  Brother  Hall  is  most  warmly^^attached 
to  the  last  name,  as  he  is  to  the  character  whom  it  designates.- — 
You  have  heard,  I  suppose,  that  Mr.  Kingsbury  is  about*making  a 
new  settlement  among  the  Choctaws.  His  ark  is  lying  in  readi¬ 
ness  on  the  Tennessee,  about  eight  miles  distant ;  and  he  and  Mr. 
Williams*  family  are  on  the  eve  of  starting,  as  soon  as  3ir.  Cornel¬ 
ius  arrives,  which  will  be  this  week.  To  return  and  give  you 

some  notion  of  the  manner  in  which  this  mission  is  conducted. _ 

As  soon  as  the  hymn  was  ended,  all  the  youth  went  to  work  ;  the 
girls  to  their  apartments — the  hoys  to  hoeing,  chopping,  till 
the  ringing  of  the  hell  assemhVd  them  to  supper  on  Con-a-hen-na, 
[a  preparation  of  corn.]  At  8,  they  returned  to  prayers  and  short 
exhortation — thence  to  their  houses.  By  day-light  the  blast  of  a 
horn  awakes  them  ;  at  sun-rise  the  bell  assembles  them  to  prayers, 

' — thence  to  work  till  breakfast — thence  to  school.  It  is  delightful 
to  see  them  skipping  and  running  at  these  several  calls but  far, 
very  far  more  so,  to  hear  the  voice  of  social  prayer  as  1  did  last 
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night  among  some  girls  of  12  or  years,  io  the  open  air,  entirely 
unknown  to  themselres.” 

The  writer  being  permitted  to  be  present  at  a  female  prayer* 
meeting,  heard  a  young  Indian  squaw  pray,  of  whom  he  remarks^ 

C  —  B - ’s  prayer  was  truly  remarkable  ;  only  six  months 

ago  she  came  here  all  over  covered  with  jewelry ;  beautiful,  but 
vain  and  ignorant.  Her  father  stands  high  as  a  man  of  wealth  and 
of  war.  She  is  able  to  talk,  read,  and  write  well  now,  and  gives 
delightful  evidences  of  being  possessed  of  eminent  piety,  as  her 
conduct  among  the  squaws,  and  this  family,  abundantly  and  con¬ 
vincingly  testifies.  More  than  twelve  of  the  natives  have  been 
here  in  three  days  time  to  talk  **  about  these  good  things,’*  that  is, 
how  bad  people  can  get  made  good.”  Catharine  is  of  immense 
value  to  her  poor  ignorant  brethren,  though  but  17,  and  naturally 
reserved  and  diffident.  There  is  now  really  a  great  enquiry  among 
the  natives.  On  some  Sabbaths,  more  than  twenty  come  to  talk ; 
many  begin  to  observe  the  Sabbath;  and  many  seem  to  be  con¬ 
vinced  ;  SIT  have  been  admitted,  and  several  blacks  and  whites  al¬ 
so.  Yesterday  I  trust  will  long  be  remembered.  On  our  account 
the  Lord’s  Supper  was  again  celebrated,  and  three  more  admitted, 
and  some  kept  back  ;  for  great  caution  is  deemed  indispensable.-— 
There  are  several  children  that  would  gladly  join  the  school,  but 
they  have  aot  clothes.  Could  not  some  of  the  friends  of  the  poor 
with  you,  make  up  a  bale  of  shirts,  trowsers,  &£c.  ?  Mr.  Ralston 
will  soon  transmit  them.  This  is  really  desirable.  Mr.  Hoyt  and 
family  send  their  love  with  this  request. 

**  Glorious  prospects  are  opening  before  this  dear  band  of  breth¬ 
ren  in  this  wild  region.  Our  hopes  were  high  on  leaving  Knox¬ 
ville  ;  but  they  have  been  more  than  realized  by  a  great  deal. — 
The  children  are  generally  from  twelve  to  sixteen  yean  old. — Do 
'^ease  to  think  on  clothes  for  them. 

**  May  6th. — The  Indians  whom  we  staid  with,  would  not  take 
any  pay,  neither  yesterday  nor  to-day.  Some  were  much  affect¬ 
ed  in  family  worship,  or  in  prayer  which  followed  exhortation. — 
In  several  places,  40  or  58  miles  distant  from  the  station  towards 
^ashviile,  where  some  children  have  been  to  Cbickamaugab,  we 
aaet  with  oaost  welcome  receptions.” 


METHODIST  MISSIONS. 

It  appears  from  the  Reports  of  the  Methodist  Missionary  So¬ 
cieties  for  1817,  that  they  have  eighty-nine  Missionaries  on  foreign 
stations.  Besides  these,  they  have  about  twenty  in  Ireland,  and 
about  as  many  ^ore  in  Scotland,  Wales,  and  various  other  parts  of 
England.  In  the  West-Indies  alone  they  hajre  18,938  members  of 
their  communion.  They  have  Missionaries  stationed  at  Gibraltar, 
Brussels,  Antwerp,  France,  Ceylon,  New  South  Wales,  Sierra  Le¬ 
one,  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  West-Indies,  Nova-Scotia,  New-Bruns- 
wick,  Canadas  and  Newfoundland.  Boston  Ruoritr. 
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ftlir  OF  SABBAtti  SCHOOL  INSTRBCTIOIf  ‘  ADAPTED  TO  TRt  COUNTRY 
WHERE  THE  POPULATION  IS  SCATTERED. 

There  shall  he  a  superintendant,  whose  duty  it  becomes  to  col¬ 
lect  the  children  from  reluctant  families,  provide  means  for  their 
decent  appearance,  (if  needful,)  as  well  as  books  for  their  use,  if 
panted :  when  assembled,  to  class  them :  provide  teachers,  and 
distribute  class  papers,  bestow  tickets,  premiums,  kc. 

Also,  an  assistant  to  take  the  charge  in  the  absence  of  the  super- 
tendant,  or  afford  her  relief  should  the  school  be  large. 

A  teacher  is  necessary  to  four  or  five  scholars,  according  to  the 
lengths  of  their  recitations. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  school,  the  catechisms  contained 
in  Emerson’s  Evangelical  Primer,  should  be  the  principal  object  of 
attention  ;  after  which,  verses  from  the  Bible,  or  hymns  may  prop.- 
erly  be  recited. 

A  ticket  (No.  1)  shall  be  presented  as  a  reward,  for  reciting the^ 
doctrinal  ccUeckism^  which  may  be  exchanged  for  No.  2,  and  so  on 
at  the  recital  of  every  tenth  lesson  in  the  historical  catechism,  or 
every  tenth  answer  in  the  assembly’s  {tcitk  the  definitions  and  proofs) 
or  every  20tb  without  them.  A  ticket  shall  be  given  for  the  recita¬ 
tion  of  twenty  verses  of  hymns. 

.  Every  tenth  ticket  entitles  the  scholar  to  a  printed  hymn,  which 
is  not  to  be  returned,  as  the  tickets  are  ;  and  when  five  of  thcnx 
are  gained,  and  committed  to  memory,  the  possessor  shall  receive, 
a  tract  in  an  appropriate  cover. 

Each  scholar  is  expected  to  preserve  his  or  her  ticket,  perfectly 
clean,  and  to  restore  the  one  in  possession,  when  another  becomes 
due.  The  children,  with  as  little  noise  as  possible,  and  without 
aay  whispering,  ^all  repair  to  the  appointed  pews,  immediately 
after  the  dismission  of  the  assembly  at  noon,  and  take  their  seatsi 
Strict  order  and  attention  are  expected  of  the  pupils.  When  seri¬ 
ous  admonitions  from  the  teacher  do  not  produce  reformation,  com¬ 
plaint  shall  be  made  to  the  superintendant,  and  the  offender  exclu¬ 
ded  from  the  school,  or  otherwise  punished  as  the  offence  may  de¬ 
mand. 

The  Superintendant  should  keep  a  RoU  Book,  The  pages  may 
be  ruled  in  the  following  maYiner : 
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The  class  papers  are  delivered  by  the  superintendant  to  each 
teacher,  at  the  opening  of  the  school  on  each  Sabbath :  the  re- 
^cord  is  made  with  a  lead  pencil,  and  the  papers  are  returned  to 
the  superintendant  at  the  dismission  of  the  school.  The  record  is 
copied  by  the  superintendant  into  the  roll  book,  and  the  class  pa¬ 
pers  are  cleaned  with  Indian  rubber  for  the  ensuing  Sabbath.  Ao' 
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the  account  of  each  scholar  is  copied  into  the  roll  book,  the  ticket 
or  hymn,  whicll  may  be  due,  should  be  folded  in  a  paper  and  di* 
rected  to  the  scholar,  and  when  the  number  of  the  class  are  en* 
rolled,  they  are  folded  into  another  paper,  on  .which,  the  name  of 
the  teacher  is  written  ;  and  these  are  handed  to  the  teachets,  while 
the  recitation  is  goin^  on.  The  tickets  which  are  to  be  returned 
may  be  enclosed  in  the  same  paper,  and  restored  to  the  superin* 
tendant  at  the  close  of  the  recitation. 

Form' of  a  Class- Paper, 


Names 
of  Scholars. 
—  Class. 


THE  DRUNKARD. 


W HO  is  it  that  all  good  men  hate. 

The  fool,  the  wise,  the  small  and  great, 
In  ev'ry  kingdom,  realm  and  state? 

The  Drunkard.  ' 

Who  is  it  that  delights  in  strife. 
Embitters  all  the  sweets  of  life. 

And  shamefully  neglectshis  wife? 

The  Drunkard.  I 

Who  is  it  to  the  tavern  goes ;  • 

Gets  in  a  quarrel  then  to  blows, 

With  broken  head  and  bloody  nose? 

The  Drunkard. 

Who  is  it  throws  away  bis  time ; 

And  fits  himself  for  every  crime; 
Becomes  an  old  man  in  his  prime  ? 

The  Drunkard.  ; 

Who  is  it  always  fobs  his  heirs ; 

Who  never  minds  bis  own  affairs; 

In  every  graceless  riot  shares? 

The  Drunkard,  v 


Who  is  it  that’s  a  midnight  pest ; 
Disturbing  honest  people’s  rest. 

More  hated  than  the  howling  beast? 

The  Drunkard- 

i  • 

Who  is  it  swallow's  all  his  wealth : 
Impairs  his  mind,  destroys  his  health ; 
Whose  money  creeps  aw'ay  by  stealth  ? 

The  Dninkant. 

Wbo  is  it  that  becomes  accurst ; 
Despis’d  and  hated  by  the  just ; 

'fhat  not  an  honest  man  will  trust  ? 

The  Drunkard. 

And  who  from  vice  to  vice  proceeds, 
Increasing  in  his  wicked  deeds. 

Until  the  wretch  the  hangman  leads? 

The  Drunkard 

Who  mocks  Religion’s  meek  control, 
Unheeded  sees  destruction  roll. 

And  then  at  last  destroys  his  soul? 

The  Drunkard. 
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